
A Guide to the SEND Register 
 

What is SEND? 
A child or young person has Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

(SEND) if they have a learning difficulty or disability that makes learning 

harder for them than for other children their age. If a child has SEND, they 

need special educational provision to be made for them. This means they 

need extra support in school to help them learn and develop.  

 

Around one in five children will have SEND at some point during their school 

years, and some may need support throughout their entire time in education. 

 

SEND covers a wide range of needs. Some children may struggle with specific 

areas, such as reading, writing, or numbers. Others may have difficulties with 

communication, social interactions, or managing emotions. Some children 

have physical or sensory impairments that affect how they access learning. 

 

There are four main areas of SEND: 

 

Cognition and 

learning 

This includes general learning difficulties, from mild (MLD) 

to severe (SLD) or profound (PMLD), as well as specific 

learning difficulties (SpLD) like dyslexia, dyspraxia, and 

dyscalculia. 

Communication 

and interaction 

Some children may have difficulties with speaking, 

understanding language, or social communication. This 

includes autism spectrum conditions. 

Social, 

emotional, and 

mental health 

This covers a range of challenges, such as anxiety, 

depression, eating disorders, and other emotional or 

behavioural difficulties that affect a child’s well-being. 

Sensory and/or 

physical needs 

Some children have physical disabilities that make it 

harder to access learning in the same way as others. This 

includes visual impairments (VI), hearing impairments (HI), 

or multi-sensory impairments (MSI). 

 

 

What is the SEND Register? 
If a child has SEND, they may be placed on the SEND register. The SEND 

register is a list of children who, for reasons detailed below, are receiving 

additional teaching or support alongside their everyday classroom teaching. 

The list is fluid and children can be added and removed as appropriate 

according to the guidance outlined in the SEND Code of Practice. 

 

 



How is it decided that a child will be added to the register? 
All schools follow a graduated approach when deciding whether a child 

should be added to the SEND Register. This approach is based on a cycle 

known as ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’, which helps ensure that children receive 

the right support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This means that teachers will first assess your child to understand their learning 

needs. They will then plan support based on these assessments. Next, they will 

put the plan into action, using strategies they believe will best support your 

child. Finally, they will review the outcomes to see what is working and what 

might need adjusting. Throughout this process, schools gather evidence from 

classroom observations, progress and attainment data, work produced by 

your child, discussions with teachers and support staff, and your own input as 

a parent or carer. 

If a child is receiving high-quality teaching and additional support, but their 

progress remains a concern, teachers and support staff will use assessment 

tools to identify specific gaps in learning or areas that need further 

development. 

 

This information will help staff at Chilvers to: 

o Plan the most effective support or intervention for the child 

o Tailor learning strategies to their specific needs 

o Decide whether to involve specialist professionals, such as educational 

psychologists, speech and language therapists, or other experts who 

can offer further assessments and guidance 

 

Once there is evidence that a child meets the definition of having a special 

educational need, and that they require SEND support to make good 

progress, they will be added to the SEND Register. 

 

 

 



Once my child has been added to the SEND register, what 

happens?  
Once your child is on the SEND Register, they will receive the support they 

need to help them make progress, following the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ 

cycle. This support may take place in the classroom or in a different 

environment, such as the Harbour, the Hive, or one of our intervention rooms, 

depending on what works best for your child. Support will include targeted 

interventions designed to address specific needs. 

 

Your child’s progress within the intervention and in class is then closely 

monitored and recorded. If they make good progress and both school staff 

and parents agree that any gaps in their learning have been addressed, they 

may be removed from the SEND Register. However, support can always be 

adjusted if needed, and your child’s progress will continue to be reviewed. 

 

If your child hasn’t made good progress, the school will reassess the support in 

place. This may involve trying different interventions, adjusting the teaching 

strategies, or seeking additional help from external professionals, such as 

educational psychologists or speech and language therapists. The school will 

continue to work closely with you to ensure that the right support is put in 

place to help your child make the best possible progress. 

 

What sort of support do children on the SEND register receive? 
Support varies greatly and covers both curriculum based knowledge (such as 

Maths and English) and personal or behavioural needs. You will be informed 

as to the type of support that your child is receiving.  

 

For more information about the types of interventions offered at Chilvers, 

please look at our School SEND Information Report.  

 

Should I be worried?  
Absolutely not, your child being identified as having a special educational 

need is not a negative thing. It simply means that any gaps in their learning or 

slow progress has been identified and is being effectively managed. It is far 

better to have your child’s learning be monitored and tailored to them than 

to allow them to struggle in any area of learning. If ever you have any 

questions or concerns about your child or their provision, it is your right to 

speak with their class teacher and/or the school’s SENDCo (Miss Marsh).  

 

Where can I find more information?  
At Chilvers, we have an open door policy and will always be happy to 

answer any questions you might have about your child. The best people to 

speak to are your child’s teacher or Miss Marsh (the SENDCo). They know 



precisely the support that your child is receiving and will be glad to answer 

any questions that you have. It can be very easy to research things on the 

internet and come across information that is either not correct, or not 

relevant to your child.  

 

You can contact Miss Marsh via email at (marsh.c@Welearn365.com) or by 

scheduling an appointment through the school office.  
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